AGGIE TRADITIONS

Aggie Code of Honor

For many years, Aggies have followed a code of honor which is stated in the very simple verse: "Aggies do not lie, cheat or steal, nor do they tolerate those who do."
The Aggie Code of Honor is an effort to unify the aims of Texas A&M students toward a high code of ethics and personal dignity. For most, living under the code will be no problem, as it asks nothing of a person that is beyond reason. It only calls for honesty and integrity, characteristics which Aggies have always exemplified. The Aggie Code of Honor functions as a symbol to all Aggies promoting understanding and loyalty to truth and confidence in each other.

Yell Practice

The purpose of any Aggie yell practice is to build enthusiasm and spirit for an upcoming athletic contest. Under the direction of yell leaders, Aggies show their support for the team by shouting Aggie yells with spirit and singing Aggie songs with pride.

The first Midnight Yell Practice was conceived as a lark by a small group of Aggies in 1932. Just before the T.U. game that year a handful of Aggies congregated in Puryear Hall. One of the group suggested having Fish in the nearby dorms fall out and snake around the campus, ending with a yell practice in front of the YMCA Building at midnight. The small band at tradition-makers planted flares around the building and rousted the Corps. Even the Band showed up and Midnight Yell Practice was born.

After every home game, a yell practice is held to get ready for the next game. If the Aggie Team was victorious, freshman students escort the yell leaders to the Fish Pond across from All Faiths Chapel and hold yell practice in that area. If unfortunately, the team was outscored, the fans remain in the stands and the yell practice is held there. Aggie Yell Practice creates a strong sense of pride in all who participate.

Howdy!

Howdy! is the official greeting of Texas A&M. A & M is known as the friendliest campus in the world, and its students love to extend a warm Howdy! to visitors and friends alike.

Replant

The Replant Commit1ee organizes an annual event to plant trees in the Bryan-College Station community. Replant has been an Aggie tradition since 1991. Seedlings are donated by the National Tree Trust to be planted on public lands.

The Replant Committee works throughout the year to prepare for the event. During the year, young trees are cared for at the pot site in Somerville. As the event date nears, trees are tagged for planting locations, prepared for transplanting, and relocated to the planting sites.

Two important events take place on the day of Replant. At the pot site, seedling trees are planted in five-gallon pots and allowed to mature and grow for a year. Older trees are "graduated" up to the next size pot. Additionally, the more mature trees that have spent some time in twenty-five gallon pots are planted in local parks, schools, athletic complexes, and the local land-fill. Replant is about giving Aggies and the community an environmental awareness of our renewable resources. The size and impact of Replant grows each year. 

Final Review

To mark the end of each year for the Corps of Cadets, a special review is held on Simpson Field across from the Memorial Student Center. On the day of Spring commencement and commissioning, two parades are held for Final Reviews. The first parade includes every cadet. For Seniors, this occasion marks the last time they are members of the Corps of Cadets. For the second parade, the Seniors turn over all reins to the Juniors and watch as the new officers assume command.

As Final Review ends, so ends the Corps of Cadets for that academic year. The Corps does not operate as a unit during the summer months, but begins again with the start of the fall semester.

Reveille

Since 1931 there has always been at least one female member of the Corps of Cadets. Her name has been respected and her honor held high. The lady's name is Reveille.

Texas A&M's mascots have not always been registered Collies. Reveille I was a stray. A carload of Aggies was returning to the campus after a football game in 1931. On the highway, a small black and white dog appeared suddenly in the car's headlights. The driver was unable to stop before he hit the dog. They bundled her into the car and took her to campus with them, where she slept in one of the dorms.

The dog was dubbed Reveille by her new friends and she yelped repeatedly as the bugler played Reveille the next morning. In a short time her friends included every cadet in the Corps. When the Band took the field at half-time of her first football game, Reveille headed the march and performed as if she were the featured entertainer. She won the hearts of the crowd, just as she had the students, and her performance earned her the title of Official Mascot of Texas A&M.

When Reveille died on January 18, 1944, she was given a formal military funeral In the center of the gridiron on Kyle Field. She now lies at the entrance to Kyle Field. Five other Texas A&M Mascots, Reveille II, III, IV, V and VI are buried beside her. Reveille VII was retired in 2008. Reveille VIII is the current mascot.

Today, Reveille is maintained by one Corps Unit, Company E-2, with one sophomore cadet being responsible for her care during the year. Reveille spends the summer with her new master for the upcoming year so that both may become better acquainted.

Muster

Muster was first held in 1883 when Aggies met on June 26 to "live over again our college days, the victories and defeats won and lost upon drill ground and classroom. Let every alumni answer a roll call," wrote the former students. These early meetings were usually parties and banquets held during the annual commencement activities.

During the late 1890's, the Corps made annual visits to the San Jacinto Battle Field near Houston to participate in sham battles and maneuvers followed by a parade down Houston's Main Street on April 21.

In the early 1900's, a Track and Field Day was held every April 21. When the event was called off in 1905, the student body marched 10 the home of President Houston to insist upon some observance of Texas' Independence. April 21 marks the day Sam Houston's army defeated Santa Anna, freeing Texas from Mexico, in 1836. It was agreed that the day would also pay homage to all students and former students who have passed on, and that some living comrade would answer "here" when roll call for the absent was read.

During World War 1, groups of Aggies met in foxholes all over Europe and at Army posts in America, but no Musters were held on campus. In 1923, the Former Students provided Aggies with an opportunity to "meet old friends again and live over the days at College Station" by planning a state and nationwide rally of former students. "If there is an A&M man in one hundred miles of you, you are expected to get together, eat a little and live over the days you spent at the A&M College of Texas," urged the March, 1923, Texas Aggie. By 1929 meetings had become international.

In 1942, A&M Muster gained national recognition when it was held at Corregidor Island in the Philippines. Fifteen days before the fall of the island, twenty five men, lead of General George Moore, '97, "mustered in the dim recesses of the Rock and answered 'here' for their dead classmates." Wartime brought Aggies together in almost every area in the world, and two men were reported to have held Muster in a submarine. And so it has been over the years, since that small group started what has come to be one of our greatest traditions. The muster is symbolic of the great loyalty which binds Aggies to their school and to each other.

An Aggie Prayer

God of all men everywhere, we are thankful for your love which penetrates all barriers. Help us to be the men and women we ought to be. Make us deeply aware of the shortness and uncertainty of human life. Forgive us when we seek anything but doing your will. As we realize our positions of leadership, may our devotion of your presence in us as we stand upright before our fellow men, our leaders and our loved ones. Instill in mankind a sense of brotherhood and a desire for peace.

Gig ‘Em

A closed fist with the thumb up is a sign of approval and of winning just about everywhere. When Aggies give each other this sign (which they frequently do), they accompany it with a hearty "Gig 'Em!" To Aggies, this is encouragement to go out and do your best at whatever you are doing. So when you see some Aggies, give them a "Gig 'Em!" and they will be proud to give you one right back.

The Twelfth Man

Texas A&M played National Champion Center College in Dallas on New Year's Day, 1922 in the Dixie Classic Football Game. In this hard played game an underdog Aggie Team (SWC Champs that year) was slowly but surely whipping a team which boasted three AII Americans. Unfortunately, the first half produced so many injuries for Texas A&M that Coach Dana X. Bible feared he wouldn't have enough men to finish the game. At that moment he called into the stands for E. King Gill, a reserve who had left the football team after the regular season to play basketball.

Gill, who was spotting players and wasn't in uniform, willingly volunteered and donned the uniform of injured player Heine Weir. Gill never actually played, but he was the only man left on the bench when the game ended. Texas A&M won by an eight point margin: 22-14. Gill's readiness to play symbolized the willingness of the Aggie fans to support their team to the point of actually entering the scrimmage. This spirit has continued and even today the Aggie student body known as The Twelfth Man, remains standing as a gesture of its loyalty and readiness for duty.

Silver Taps

You hear about the Aggie Band

And the Spirit of Aggieland.

But few have heard the farewell hymn

of Silver Taps at A&M.

All day the flag flies at half-mast.

A sign to us of a solemn task.

To bid farewell to one who's gone.

With Silver Taps, he's not alone.

The night is dark and very still.

Where Sully stands the area fills

With a silent crowd of those who care.

Their hearts all joined in silent prayer.

The Ross Volunteers, the Honor Guard

Speak for all as their guns discharge.

Twenty-one guns now blast the air

And fade away in the darkness there.

Then taps blow loud from the tower near.

And Twice again so faint, yet clear.

Like rustling wings of a soul in flight.

Silver Taps fades in the night.

You stand spellbound, you scarcely breathe.

With heavy heart you turn to leave

Your Aggie friend no more you'll sc'

Till Silver Taps is blown for thee.

Silver Taps at A&M

Will always be our farewell hymn

To those who've gone to heights unknown.

With Silver Taps, he journeys all.

Silver Taps is the final tribute paid to an Aggie who at the time of his death was enrolled in undergraduate or graduate classes al A&M. It is held on the first Tuesday of each month from September to April, if necessary. Notice is posted al the base of the flag pole in front of the Academic Building. Chimes ring from the Albritton Bell Tower at 10: 15 p.m. and the ceremony begins with the Ross Volunteer Firing Squad at 10:30 p.m.

Bonfire

Bonfire is one of the most anticipated and exciting of all traditions at Texas A&M University. It symbolizes the undying love that Aggies hold in their hearts for Texas A&M and the "burning desire" to beat the arch-rival Longhorns. 

Bonfire began in 1909, when some Aggies built a big fire out of old wood and trash. They had such a good time meeting and staying warm that they did this several more times. By the 1920s Bonfire was an annual tradition. In 1943, Bonfire was built entirely out of logs for the first time. Bonfire was built on Simpson Drill Field until 1955, when it was moved to Duncan Field on the south side of campus. In 1992, Bonfire was moved to the lawn on the east side of campus. Aggie Bonfire is a testament of what Aggie teamwork and motivation can accomplish. Bonfire was suspended after the tragic collapse of the stack during construction in 1999. The dedication of the Bonfire 1999 Memorial was held on November 18th of 2004.

Elephant Walk 

As old elephants wander off and die when they are of no further use to the herd, symbolically so do the seniors who will no longer be members of the 12th Man. Elephant Walk is a time for seniors to reflect on their days at A&M’s they gather together before the last home football game and wander about campus like dying elephants seeking a secluded spot to end their days as active members of the 12th Man.

Aggie Ring

The Aggie Ring, or Senior Ring, is rich in symbolism, tradition, and memories. Seniors and graduates wear their class rings with pride, while underclassmen look forward to the day when they have earned the right to wear it. Unlike many other universities, Texas A&M class rings may not be ordered or worn by an Aggie until that student has become a senior. To be eligible to order the ring, an undergraduate must have at least 90 semester hours with 45 hours at Texas A&M and be in good standing with the University. Thus, the ring has become a symbol of countless long hours of work and study.

The oldest known Aggie ring dates back to the Class of 1889. Just five years later, E. C. Jonas '94 designed a ring for his class that included the symbols still seen on today's ring. In fact, the design of the ring has not changed since 1933, except to update the inscription from A&M College of Texas to Texas A&M University in 1964, after the school changed its name. The ring serves as a shared link for Aggies young and old.

Each of those symbols and designs engraved into the ring represents some aspect of Texas A&M, from the shield that stands for the desire to protect the reputation of our school to the wreath of olive leaves representing achievement and the desire for peace. The ring is worn by students with the writing facing them until they attend the annual Ring Dance, the formal dance that closes a senior's year. While standing inside a giant replica of the Ring at the Dance, seniors turn their rings around so that the rest of the world will read it and see that they are proud former students of Texas A&M.

Parents’ Weekend

Since 1919, Aggies have set aside one weekend during the year to show their appreciation for their biggest supporters and fans - their parents. Originally held on Mother's Day, the weekend has moved to late April and has gone under such names as Mother and Dad's Day, Parent Appreciation and Open House Day, and its current name, Parents' Weekend. Indeed, this weekend has become the most eventful of the year complete with barbecues and picnics, an ‘Ol Army Yell Practice, a Variety Show, a Corps of Cadets Military Review, and get-togethers for nearly every student organization. The climax of the weekend is the announcement of the Aggie Parents of the Year, selected from numerous nominations from their student sons and daughters. Other activities in this ceremony include presentation of the Gathright Academic Awards, Corps of Cadets Awards, and Buck Weirus Spirit Awards. Students put tremendous effort into planning and preparing for Parents' Weekend to show their appreciation for their parents, and by the time the parents return home, they have come to love A&M nearly as much as their children do.

The Aggie War Hymn

(First Verse)
Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck!

Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck!

All hail to dear old Texas A&M.

Rally around Maroon and White.

Good luck to the dear old Texas Aggies.

They are the boys who show the real, old fight.

That good old Aggie spirit thrills us,

And makes us yell and yell and yell -

So let' s fight for dear old Texas A&M,

We're going to beat you all to --
Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem!

Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem!

Rough! Tough!

Real Stuff! Texas A&M

(Second Verse)

Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck!

Hullabaloo, Caneck! Caneck!

Good-bye to Texas University

So long to the Orange and the White

Good luck to dear old Texas Aggies,

They are the boys who show the real old fight.

The eyes of Texas are upon you.

That is the song they sing so well.

So good-bye to Texas University.

We're goin' to beat you all to --

Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem!

Chig-gar-roo-gar-rem!

Rough! Tough!

Real Stuff! Texas A&M

Spirit of Aggieland

Some may boast of prowess bold

Of the school they think so grand.

But there's a spirit can ne'er be told.

It's the Spirit of Aggieland

(Chorus)

We are the Aggies - The Aggies are we.

True to each other as Aggies can be.

We've got to fight boys.

We've got to fight!

We've got to fight for Maroon

and White.

After they’ve boosted all the rest,

They will come and join the best,

For we are the Aggies – the Aggies are we.

We're from Texas AMC.

(Chorus)

T-E-X-A-S A-G-G-I-E

Fight! Fight! Fight-fight-fight!

Fight! Maroon! White-White-White!

A-G-G-I-E

Texas! Texas! A-M-C!

Gig 'em, Aggies, 1-2-3

Farmers fight!! Farmers, fight!

Farmers, farmers fight!

